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Frederic Franklin: A Biography of the Ballet Star

Frederic Franklin remains one of the most celebrated figures in the history of ballet, renowned for his
extraordinary talent, versatility, and enduring influence on the dance world. His career spanned over
six decades, during which he graced the stages of the world?s most prestigious theaters and
contributed significantly to the development of ballet as an art form. From his early beginnings in
America to his international acclaim, Franklin?s legacy is marked by his artistry, dedication, and
pioneering spirit.

Early Life and Beginnings

Birth and Childhood

Frederic Franklin was born on October 8, 1914, in New York City. Growing up in a culturally vibrant
environment, he developed an early fascination with dance and performance. His family recognized
his talent and supported his pursuit of ballet training.

Initial Training and Influences

Franklin?s early dance education was shaped by prominent teachers and institutions, including:

- Studying at the School of American Ballet
- Learning from influential figures such as Enrico Cecchetti and Mikhail Mordkin

His dedication and natural aptitude quickly set him apart among his peers.

Rise to Stardom

Early Performance Career

Franklin?s professional debut occurred in the 1930s, where he showcased his classical technique
and expressive artistry. His performances drew admiration from critics and audiences alike.

Joining Major Ballet Companies
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Throughout his career, Franklin was associated with several esteemed ballet companies, including:

- American Ballet Theatre
- Royal Ballet in London
- New York City Ballet

Each engagement allowed him to refine his craft and expand his repertoire.

Notable Roles and Performances

Frederic Franklin was celebrated for his performances in ballets such as:

- Swan Lake
- The Nutcracker
- Giselle
- Sleeping Beauty

His portrayal of these classics was characterized by technical mastery and emotional depth.

Contributions to Ballet

Choreographic and Artistic Leadership

Beyond performing, Franklin contributed as a choreographer and artistic director. His vision helped
shape the productions he led, emphasizing:

- Technical excellence
- Expressive storytelling
- Innovative staging

Mentorship and Legacy

Franklin was committed to nurturing new talent, mentoring generations of dancers. His influence
extended through:

- Teaching at prominent ballet schools
- Serving as a judge in major competitions
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- Founding ballet initiatives and companies

Personal Life and Character

Personality and Traits

Known for his professionalism, discipline, and warmth, Franklin was admired not only for his artistry
but also for his character. His dedication inspired colleagues and students alike.

Challenges and Overcoming Adversity

Throughout his career, Franklin faced challenges such as:

- Physical injuries
- Changing artistic trends
- World events impacting travel and performance schedules

His resilience and passion helped him persevere and continue contributing to ballet.

Later Years and Legacy

Retirement and Final Contributions

Frederic Franklin retired from performing in the 1960s but remained active in the dance community.
He dedicated his later years to teaching, choreography, and mentoring.

Honors and Recognitions

Throughout his lifetime, Franklin received numerous accolades, including:

- National awards for arts and dance
- Honorary degrees
- Recognition as a pioneer who helped elevate ballet?s stature

Impact on Future Generations

His influence persists through the dancers he trained, the productions he directed, and the
standards of excellence he championed. Franklin?s work helped bridge classical traditions with
contemporary innovations.
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Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Frederic Franklin

Frederic Franklin?s life and career exemplify the dedication, artistry, and pioneering spirit that define
the world of ballet. His contributions have left an indelible mark on the art form, inspiring generations
of dancers and choreographers. As a ballet star whose performances captivated audiences
worldwide, Franklin?s legacy continues to shine brightly, reminding us of the transformative power of
dance and the enduring importance of artistic excellence.

Keywords: Frederic Franklin, ballet star, ballet biography, classical ballet, dance legend, ballet
history, ballet performer, ballet director, dance mentorship, ballet legacy
 
Frederic Franklin: A Ballet Legend?s Life and Legacy

When exploring the world of classical ballet, few names resonate with the grace, dedication, and
artistic brilliance that Frederic Franklin embodies. An iconic figure whose career spanned over six
decades, Franklin's impact on ballet is profound and enduring. This comprehensive biography
delves into his life, artistic achievements, influence on the ballet community, and the legacy he left
behind, offering an expert-level insight into one of the most revered ballet stars of the 20th century.

Early Life and Background

Birth and Childhood

Frederic Franklin was born on March 13, 1914, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. From a young age,
Franklin exhibited a keen interest in movement and performance. Raised in an environment that
appreciated the arts, he was encouraged to explore dance as a form of expression. His early
exposure to ballet was influenced by local dance teachers and the cultural milieu of early
20th-century America, which was beginning to embrace ballet as a serious art form.

Initial Training and Influences

Franklin?s formal ballet training began when he was approximately 10 years old. Recognizing his
potential, he studied under prominent teachers, which laid the foundation for his technical mastery.
His early training was characterized by rigorous discipline, a hallmark of traditional ballet education,
emphasizing strength, flexibility, and expressive artistry.

During his formative years, Franklin was influenced by the burgeoning ballet scene in America, as
well as European ballet traditions. This blend of influences contributed to his versatile style, which
would later become a defining feature of his performances.

Professional Career and Artistic Achievements
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Early Career and Breakthrough

Franklin?s professional debut was marked by his joining of the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo in the
1930s. Under the mentorship of legendary choreographers and dancers, he quickly gained
recognition for his technical precision and interpretative skills. His performances in classic ballets
like Swan Lake, The Nutcracker, and Giselle established him as a rising star.

His exceptional talent caught the attention of critics and audiences alike, setting the stage for a
prolific career that would span over 60 years. Franklin's ability to embody a wide range of roles ?
from princely princes to delicate swans ? showcased his versatility and deep understanding of
character interpretation.

Principal Dancer and Leading Roles

Throughout the 1940s and 1950s, Franklin?s reputation soared as he became a principal dancer
with several prestigious companies, including the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, the Metropolitan
Opera Ballet, and later, the New York City Ballet. His repertoire was extensive, often featuring:

- Odette/Odile in Swan Lake
- Aurora in Sleeping Beauty
- The Prince in The Nutcracker
- Albrecht in Giselle
- Le Spectre de la Rose

His performances were noted for their elegance, technical precision, and emotional depth. Critics
often praised his ability to blend technical perfection with expressive artistry, making his
interpretations timeless.

Choreography and Teaching

In addition to performing, Franklin contributed to ballet as a choreographer and educator. He staged
productions for various companies and mentored countless dancers, many of whom went on to have
successful careers themselves. His approach to teaching emphasized discipline, musicality, and the
importance of storytelling through movement.

Leadership and Influence in the Ballet World

Artistic Director and Mentor

In the later stages of his career, Franklin held several leadership roles. Notably, he served as artistic
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director for the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo and the National Ballet of Washington, shaping the
direction of these companies and fostering new talent.

His mentorship extended beyond formal roles; Franklin was known for his generosity, offering
guidance and support to dancers at all levels. His influence extended through his students, many of
whom became prominent figures in the ballet world.

Innovations and Contributions

Franklin?s contributions to ballet were not limited to performance. He was instrumental in:

- Preserving classical ballet traditions during a time of evolving artistic trends.
- Choreographing new works that integrated traditional techniques with modern sensibilities.
- Promoting American ballet internationally, helping to elevate the country?s presence on the

global stage.

His dedication to maintaining the integrity of ballet?s classical roots while encouraging innovation
made him a pivotal figure in 20th-century dance.

Personal Life and Character

Personality and Reputation

Frederic Franklin was renowned not only for his exceptional artistry but also for his professionalism
and personal warmth. Dancers and colleagues often described him as disciplined yet approachable,
with a keen sense of humor and a generous spirit. His commitment to the art form was evident in his
meticulous approach to rehearsals and performances.

Relationships and Legacy

Throughout his life, Franklin formed close relationships with many dancers, choreographers, and
arts administrators. His mentorship and advocacy helped shape the careers of generations of ballet
artists.

Legacy and Recognition

Honors and Awards

Over his extensive career, Franklin received numerous accolades acknowledging his contributions
to ballet, including:
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- National Endowment for the Arts Award
- Dance Magazine Award
- Lifetime Achievement Awards from various ballet organizations

His legacy is also preserved through recordings, photographs, and the continued influence of his
students.

Impact on Ballet Culture

Frederic Franklin?s influence transcends his performances. He helped:

- Establish American ballet as a respected art form internationally.
- Maintain classical ballet traditions amidst changing tastes.
- Inspire generations of dancers, choreographers, and educators.

His dedication to excellence and integrity set a standard for professionalism and artistry in the dance
community.

Final Reflections: The Enduring Legend

Frederic Franklin?s life embodies the ideals of classical ballet?artistry, discipline, and passion. His
journey from a young boy in Pittsburgh to an international ballet star exemplifies dedication to craft
and the transformative power of dance. As a performer, choreographer, and mentor, his influence
continues to resonate within the ballet world.

For enthusiasts and professionals alike, Franklin?s career offers a masterclass in artistic integrity
and resilience. His legacy serves as an inspiring testament to the enduring beauty of ballet and the
individuals who dedicate their lives to its preservation and evolution.

In conclusion, Frederic Franklin?s biography is not just a recounting of a dancer?s life but a
celebration of a transformative figure in ballet history. His artistry, leadership, and unwavering
commitment have left an indelible mark, ensuring that his legacy will inspire future generations to
pursue excellence in the art of dance.
 

 QuestionAnswer Who was Frederic Franklin and what is he known for? Frederic Franklin was a
renowned ballet dancer and choreographer, celebrated for his exceptional talent and long-standing
career in ballet, particularly as a principal dancer with the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo and later as
a revered ballet master. What were some of the major milestones in Frederic Franklin's ballet
career? Major milestones include his debut with the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo in the 1930s, his
collaborations with legendary choreographers like George Balanchine, and his leadership roles as a
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ballet master and teacher, helping to shape future generations of dancers. How did Frederic Franklin
influence the world of ballet? Frederic Franklin influenced ballet through his versatile performances,
innovative choreography, and dedication to education, mentoring countless dancers and helping
preserve classical ballet traditions while also embracing new styles. What is known about Frederic
Franklin's personal life and background? Frederic Franklin was born in 1914 in San Francisco and
was of Jewish heritage. His early passion for dance led him to study intensely, and he maintained a
private personal life while remaining committed to his art throughout his decades-long career. What
legacy did Frederic Franklin leave behind in the ballet community? Frederic Franklin's legacy
includes his extraordinary performances, his mentorship of young dancers, his contributions as a
choreographer, and his role in preserving and promoting ballet as an art form for future generations.
Are there any notable productions or roles associated with Frederic Franklin? Yes, Franklin was
acclaimed for his performances in classical roles such as the Bluebird in 'The Sleeping Beauty' and
the Prince in 'The Nutcracker,' as well as for his work in innovative productions during his leadership
in ballet companies. Where can I learn more about Frederic Franklin's life and contributions? You
can explore biographies, documentary films, and articles dedicated to his life, such as 'Frederic
Franklin: A Biography of the Ballet Star,' as well as archives of ballet companies he worked with and
interviews with colleagues and students. 

 
Related keywords: Frederic Franklin, ballet star, ballet biography, American ballet dancers,
classical ballet, dance history, choreographers, ballet companies, dance performances, ballet
legends

FRANKLIN S CHRISTMAS GIFT

Franklin?s Christmas gift is a topic that brings joy and warmth to many families, especially those
who cherish the timeless stories of Franklin the Turtle. As Christmas approaches, parents and
children alike seek meaningful gifts that promote learning, entertainment, and family bonding.
Understanding the significance of Franklin?s Christmas gift, along with ideas for choosing the
perfect present, can make the holiday season even more special.

Understanding Franklin?s Christmas Gift

Franklin the Turtle is a beloved character from the Canadian children's book series created by
Brenda Clark and Paulette Bourgeois. The stories revolve around Franklin, a friendly and curious
turtle, who navigates everyday adventures, learning valuable lessons about friendship, honesty, and
kindness. When it comes to Franklin?s Christmas gift, it often symbolizes the spirit of giving,
sharing, and caring during the holiday season.
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Franklin?s Christmas gift is more than just a physical item; it embodies the values of thoughtfulness,
kindness, and the importance of family traditions. Whether it?s a special toy, a handmade craft, or
an experience, the gift reflects the spirit of the holiday and the lessons Franklin?s stories teach
children.

The Significance of Franklin?s Christmas Gift

Promotes Learning and Development

Franklin books and related products are designed to nurture children?s cognitive and emotional
development. Gifts inspired by Franklin encourage children to explore new ideas, develop
problem-solving skills, and understand social values.

Encourages Family Bonding

Sharing Franklin-themed gifts, such as storybooks or games, offers parents and children an
opportunity to engage in meaningful activities together, strengthening their bond.

Teaches Valuable Life Lessons

Many Franklin stories revolve around themes like sharing, patience, and empathy. Gifts that
resonate with these themes can reinforce positive behaviors and morals.

Popular Franklin-Themed Christmas Gifts

When selecting a Franklin-themed Christmas gift, consider items that cater to the child's interests
and developmental stage. Here are some popular options:

1. Franklin Book Series

The classic series of books featuring Franklin?s adventures are perfect for young readers. They can
be purchased as individual titles or as collections.

- Classic Franklin Books: Timeless stories that teach important lessons.
- Special Edition Sets: Boxed sets for a comprehensive reading experience.
- Interactive Books: Books with sound buttons or pop-ups to enhance engagement.

2. Franklin Plush Toys

Soft, cuddly Franklin plush toys are cherished by children and serve as comforting companions.
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- Available in various sizes and designs.
- Great for snuggling during bedtime or playtime.
- Some plush toys come with storybooks or accessories.

3. Franklin Puzzles and Games

Educational puzzles and games featuring Franklin characters stimulate problem-solving skills and
fine motor development.

- Jigsaw puzzles with colorful Franklin scenes.
- Board games centered around Franklin?s adventures.
- Memory matching games with Franklin images.

4. Franklin Themed Art and Craft Supplies

Encourage creativity with Franklin-themed coloring books, crayons, stickers, and craft kits.

- Coloring books featuring Franklin and friends.
- Stickers and decals for decorating rooms or personal items.
- Craft kits for making Franklin-themed projects.

5. Franklin Apparel and Accessories

Clothing and accessories featuring Franklin are practical gifts that children will love to wear and
display.

- T-shirts, pajamas, or hats with Franklin prints.
- Backpacks and lunchboxes adorned with Franklin characters.
- Personalized Franklin-themed items such as water bottles or pencil cases.

Tips for Choosing the Perfect Franklin Christmas Gift

Selecting the right gift involves considering the child's age, interests, and developmental needs.
Here are some tips to guide your choice:

1. Consider Age Appropriateness
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- For toddlers and preschoolers, plush toys, simple board books, and art supplies are ideal.
- For older children, look for interactive books, puzzles, or educational games.

2. Focus on Educational Value

Opt for gifts that promote learning, creativity, and social skills, aligning with the values portrayed in
Franklin stories.

3. Personalize the Gift

Adding a personal touch, such as a custom name or message, can make the gift more meaningful.

4. Think About Family Activities

Consider gifts that encourage family participation, like Franklin-themed board games or craft kits.

5. Quality and Safety

Ensure that the products meet safety standards and are made from durable, child-safe materials.

Where to Buy Franklin-Themed Christmas Gifts

You can find Franklin-themed gifts at various retail outlets, both online and in physical stores:

- Online Retailers: Amazon, Walmart, Target, and specialty toy stores often carry a wide
selection of Franklin products.

- Bookstores: Chapters/Indigo and Barnes & Noble offer Franklin books and related
merchandise.

- Official Franklin Websites: Check the official Franklin merchandise website for exclusive items
and collectibles.

- Local Toy Stores: Support local businesses by exploring in-store Franklin-themed gifts.

Making the Most of Franklin?s Christmas Gift

To maximize the joy and educational value of Franklin?s Christmas gift, consider the following:

1. Create a Holiday Tradition

Incorporate Franklin stories or activities into your holiday celebrations, such as reading a Franklin
book on Christmas Eve.
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2. Pair Gifts for a Themed Experience

Combine a Franklin storybook with related toys or crafts for a comprehensive gift package.

3. Encourage Sharing and Kindness

Use Franklin?s lessons as a basis for teaching children about giving and caring during the holiday
season.

4. Document the Memories

Take photos of your child with their Franklin gift and create a holiday scrapbook to cherish the
moment.

Conclusion

Franklin?s Christmas gift symbolizes more than just a toy or book; it embodies the values of
kindness, sharing, and learning that are central to the holiday season. Whether you choose a classic
Franklin storybook, a cuddly plush toy, or an educational game, selecting a gift that aligns with your
child's interests and developmental stage can foster joy and growth. Remember to personalize your
presents, focus on quality, and create memorable moments that reflect Franklin?s spirit of friendship
and adventure.

By thoughtfully choosing a Franklin-themed gift, you not only celebrate the magic of Christmas but
also contribute to your child's lifelong love of learning and kindness. Happy holidays!
 
Franklin's Christmas Gift: A Heartwarming Tale of Tradition, Generosity, and Lasting Memories

Introduction

Every holiday season, as the world prepares to celebrate Christmas, stories of giving, kindness, and
cherished traditions come to the forefront. Among these stories, one that captures the spirit of
Christmas perfectly is Franklin's Christmas Gift. This timeless tale, beloved by children and adults
alike, delves into themes of generosity, family bonds, and the genuine joy of giving. In this
comprehensive review, we'll explore the origins of the story, its central themes, character
development, and the lasting impact it has on readers.

The Origins of Franklin's Christmas Gift

The Franklin Series
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Franklin the Turtle, created by Canadian author and illustrator Paulette Bourgeois and Brenda Clark,
has been a staple of children's literature since the 1980s. The series revolves around Franklin, a
friendly and curious turtle, and his adventures that teach valuable life lessons. The stories are
characterized by their gentle tone, positive messages, and relatable situations.

The Christmas Story Within the Series

Franklin's Christmas Gift is one of the most cherished stories in the series, often featured in holiday
collections and special episodes. It beautifully captures the essence of Christmas from a child's
perspective, emphasizing the importance of thoughtfulness over materialism.

Central Themes of Franklin's Christmas Gift

- The True Meaning of Giving

At its core, Franklin's Christmas Gift underscores that the holiday is about more than receiving
presents. It highlights the joy found in giving something special to someone you care about.
Franklin's journey to find the perfect gift teaches children that thoughtful gestures hold more value
than expensive items.

- Family and Friendship

The story emphasizes the significance of family bonds and friendships. Franklin's interactions with
his family and friends serve as a reminder that shared moments and caring gestures form the
foundation of meaningful relationships.

- Gratitude and Appreciation

Throughout the narrative, characters learn to appreciate what they have and to recognize the
kindness of others. Franklin's gratitude for his friends' efforts reinforces the message that kindness
fosters happiness.

- The Spirit of Christmas

The story encapsulates the festive spirit?generosity, compassion, and joy. It encourages children to
embrace these virtues not just during Christmas but throughout the year.
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Plot Summary and Deep Dive

Franklin's Dilemma

As Christmas approaches, Franklin is eager to find the perfect gift for his best friend, Bear. He wants
to give something that shows how much Bear means to him. Franklin's initial ideas?an expensive
toy or a fancy gadget?seem appealing but don't feel right. This sets the stage for a meaningful
exploration of what truly makes a gift special.

The Search for the Perfect Gift

Franklin embarks on a heartfelt quest, considering various options:

- Costly Presents: Franklin contemplates buying the most expensive toy, but feels that material
value isn't the key.

- Handmade Gifts: He considers making something himself, which leads to creative efforts and
personal touches.

- Acts of Kindness: Franklin realizes that actions, like helping a friend or sharing a smile, can be
the most meaningful gifts of all.

Lessons Learned

Throughout his journey, Franklin learns that:

- The best gifts come from the heart.
- Personal effort and thoughtfulness matter more than price.
- Small acts of kindness can have a big impact.

The Gift of Friendship

In the climax, Franklin decides to give Bear a handmade card and spends quality time with him,
sharing stories and laughter. Bear's heartfelt appreciation underscores that genuine gestures create
lasting memories.

Character Analysis

Franklin

As the protagonist, Franklin embodies curiosity, kindness, and sincerity. His earnestness in seeking
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the perfect gift demonstrates his caring nature. Franklin's growth throughout the story reflects the
importance of understanding the true spirit of giving.

Bear

Bear symbolizes loyal friendship and warmth. His reactions to Franklin's gifts highlight genuine
appreciation and reinforce the story's message that heartfelt gestures matter most.

Franklin's Family and Friends

Other characters, such as Franklin's sister Harriet and friends like Snail and Fox, add depth to the
story, showcasing diverse perspectives on giving and holiday traditions.

Illustrations and Artistic Style

The visual elements of Franklin's Christmas Gift are integral to its charm. Brenda Clark's illustrations
are characterized by:

- Bright, inviting colors that evoke the warmth of Christmas.
- Expressive characters that convey emotion and sincerity.
- Detailed backgrounds that immerse readers in Franklin's world.

These artistic choices enhance the storytelling, making the narrative accessible and engaging for
young readers.

Educational and Moral Takeaways

Franklin's Christmas Gift serves as an excellent teaching tool for parents and educators. Its lessons
include:

- The value of thoughtful giving: Encourages children to consider others' feelings.
- Understanding gratitude: Teaches appreciation for kindness and effort.
- Importance of relationships: Reinforces the idea that connections matter more than

possessions.
- Creativity and effort: Inspires children to invest time and care into making or choosing gifts.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Television and Media
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The story has been adapted into several episodes of the Franklin the Turtle animated series,
bringing the narrative to life for a wider audience. These adaptations often include music and
interactive elements that reinforce the story's lessons.

Educational Use

Many schools incorporate Franklin's Christmas Gift into their holiday curricula, using it to promote
social-emotional learning, kindness, and the true spirit of Christmas.

Long-lasting Popularity

Decades after its initial release, the story remains relevant, reminding each generation of the
importance of love, generosity, and genuine connection during the holiday season.

Practical Tips for Parents and Caregivers

- Encourage handmade gifts: Help children craft personalized presents to foster thoughtfulness.
- Share stories about giving: Use Franklin's story as a starting point for discussions on kindness.
- Model the behavior: Demonstrate generosity and gratitude in everyday life.
- Focus on experiences: Emphasize shared moments over material possessions.

Conclusion

Franklin's Christmas Gift is more than just a children's story; it's a timeless reminder of what the
holiday season truly represents. Its heartfelt message about the importance of thoughtful giving,
genuine relationships, and gratitude resonates with audiences of all ages. By exploring Franklin's
journey, readers learn that the most meaningful gifts are those crafted with love, effort, and
kindness. Whether through the charming illustrations, relatable characters, or profound morals,
Franklin's Christmas Gift continues to inspire generations to embrace the true spirit of Christmas
year after year.

Final Thoughts

As Christmas approaches, revisiting stories like Franklin's Christmas Gift can help us all reconnect
with the core values of the holiday?compassion, generosity, and love. It reminds us that sometimes,
the simplest gestures have the most profound impact. So, this year, consider giving a gift from the
heart, just like Franklin, and make your holiday season truly special.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is Franklin's Christmas gift in the latest book? In the latest book,
Franklin's Christmas gift is a handmade scarf he made for his best friend, Bear. How does Franklin
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feel about giving Christmas gifts? Franklin feels excited and happy when giving Christmas gifts
because he loves making others smile. What is the most popular Christmas gift Franklin has
received? The most popular Christmas gift Franklin has received is a drawing set from his parents,
which he uses to create holiday cards. Does Franklin help his friends choose Christmas gifts? Yes,
Franklin enjoys helping his friends pick thoughtful and meaningful Christmas gifts for their loved
ones. Are there any Christmas gift traditions Franklin follows? Franklin tradition is to exchange
handmade gifts with friends and family to add a personal touch to Christmas. What lesson about
Christmas gifts does Franklin learn? Franklin learns that the best Christmas gifts are ones given with
kindness and love, not necessarily the most expensive ones. How does Franklin decorate his home
for Christmas? Franklin decorates his home with homemade ornaments, a Christmas tree, and
string lights to create a festive atmosphere. Does Franklin participate in Secret Santa or gift
exchanges? Yes, Franklin takes part in Secret Santa activities at school and enjoys the surprise of
giving and receiving gifts. What is Franklin's favorite Christmas gift he has ever received? Franklin's
favorite Christmas gift is a storybook from his grandparents that he reads every holiday season.
How does Franklin show gratitude for Christmas gifts? Franklin shows gratitude by saying thank you
sincerely, writing thank-you notes, and appreciating the thought behind each gift. 

 
Related keywords: Franklin the Turtle, Christmas presents, children's books, Franklin stories,
holiday gifts, Franklin toys, Christmas reading, Franklin merchandise, festive books, holiday toys
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