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The Rise of Authoritarianism in the Western Balkans: Understanding a Complex Shift

the rise of authoritarianism in the western balka has increasingly become a
subject

of concern for scholars, policymakers, and citizens alike. This region, historically marked
by ethnic diversity, political upheaval, and a complex path toward democratization, is now
witnessing a notable shift toward centralized power and diminishing democratic norms.
Understanding this phenomenon requires delving into the unique political, social, and
economic factors that have shaped the Western Balkans over the past decades.
Historical Context and Political Landscape

The Western Balkans, encompassing countries like Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, North
Macedonia, Montenegro, Albania, and Kosovo, has long been a region of strategic
importance and geopolitical tension. Following the violent breakup of Yugoslavia in the
1990s, the region embarked on a challenging journey toward democracy and European
integration. However, despite initial optimism, many of these states have struggled with
political instability, corruption, and weak institutions.

The Legacy of Con?ict and Fragmentation
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The wars of the 1990s left deep scars?ethnic tensions, mistrust among communities, and
fragile state structures. These conditions created fertile ground for leaders who promised
stability but often at the expense of democratic principles. The rise of authoritarianism in
the Western Balkans cannot be separated from this legacy, as many governments have
used nationalist rhetoric and security concerns to justify consolidating power and
undermining checks and balances.

Key Drivers Behind the Rise of Authoritarianism

Several intertwined factors contribute to the growing authoritarian tendencies in the
Western Balkans. Recognizing these drivers is essential for a nuanced understanding of
the region?s political trajectory.

Weak Democratic Institutions

Many Western Balkan countries su?er from institutional weaknesses that make
democratic consolidation challenging. Judicial systems often lack independence,
parliaments are sometimes sidelined, and electoral processes face allegations of
manipulation. This institutional fragility allows leaders to bypass democratic norms with
limited resistance.

Corruption and Patronage Networks

Corruption remains endemic across the region, eroding public trust in government and
democratic processes. Authoritarian-leaning leaders often maintain power by fostering
patronage networks?distributing resources and favors to loyal supporters while

marginalizing opposition voices. This system discourages political competition and
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weakens civil society.

Economic Challenges and Public Discontent

Persistent economic di?culties, including high unemployment and slow growth, have left
many citizens disillusioned. These hardships make populations susceptible to populist
rhetoric promising quick ?xes and strong leadership, even at the cost of democratic
freedoms.

Geopolitical In?uences and External Actors

The Western Balkans occupies a geopolitical crossroads, attracting interest from the
European Union, Russia, China, and Turkey. Some external actors support authoritarian-
leaning leaders either due to strategic interests or ideological alignment. This complicates
e?orts by the EU and other international bodies to promote democratic reforms.
Manifestations of Authoritarianism in the Region

The rise of authoritarianism in the Western Balkans manifests in various ways, from media
suppression to electoral manipulation and the erosion of judicial independence.

Control Over Media and Information

Independent journalism has come under increasing pressure. Governments often exert
in?uence over media outlets through ownership structures, advertising budgets, or legal
harassment. The resulting environment sti?es dissent and limits access to unbiased
information, crucial for a healthy democracy.

Undermining Electoral Integrity
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While elections continue to take place, their fairness is frequently questioned. Tactics
such as voter intimidation, misuse of administrative resources, and biased media
coverage tilt the playing ?eld. These practices serve to entrench ruling parties and
diminish political pluralism.

Judicial Interference and Weak Rule of Law

The judiciary in several Western Balkan countries faces political interference, undermining
its ability to act as a check on executive power. This erodes citizens? con?dence in justice
and fosters a climate where corruption and abuse of power go unchecked.

Societal Impact and the Role of Civil Society

The consequences of authoritarian trends ripple across society, a?ecting not only
governance but also social cohesion and individual freedoms.

Restrictions on Freedom of Expression and Assembly

Crackdowns on protests, restrictions on NGOs, and the targeting of activists characterize
the shrinking civic space. These limitations hinder the population?s ability to hold leaders
accountable and demand reforms.

Polarization and Ethnic Divides

Authoritarian leaders often exploit ethnic and social divisions to consolidate their base.
This strategy deepens polarization and undermines e?orts toward reconciliation and
inclusive governance.

The Resilience of Civil Society

Despite challenges, vibrant civil society groups persist, advocating for transparency,
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human rights, and democratic reforms. International support and grassroots activism
remain critical to countering authoritarian tendencies.

Pathways Forward: Navigating Democratic Challenges

Addressing the rise of authoritarianism in the Western Balkans requires multifaceted
approaches that strengthen democratic institutions and empower citizens.
Promoting Judicial Independence and Rule of Law

Reforms aimed at safeguarding judicial autonomy are vital. This includes transparent
appointment processes, protection from political interference, and capacity-building to
ensure fair and timely justice.

Enhancing Media Freedom and Pluralism

Supporting independent media outlets and protecting journalists from intimidation are
essential steps. Encouraging diverse media ownership and fostering media literacy can
help combat misinformation.

Economic Development and Social Inclusion

Tackling unemployment and inequality can reduce the appeal of authoritarian populism.
Investment in education, infrastructure, and job creation should be prioritized to build
resilient societies.

Strengthening Regional Cooperation and European Integration

The prospect of joining the European Union remains a powerful incentive for reforms.

Enhancing regional dialogue and cooperation can mitigate ethnic tensions and promote
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shared democratic values.

Empowering Civil Society and Youth Engagement

Supporting NGOs, community organizations, and youth initiatives fosters a culture of
participation and accountability. Encouraging active citizenship helps build pressure for
democratic governance.

The rise of authoritarianism in the Western Balkans re?ects a complex interplay of
historical legacies, institutional weaknesses, and socio-economic challenges. While the
road ahead is fraught with di?culties, understanding these dynamics is the ?rst step
toward fostering a more democratic and stable future in this pivotal region.

Question

Answer

What factors have contributed

to the rise of authoritarianism in

the Western Balkans?

The rise of authoritarianism in the Western Balkans

has been driven by political instability, weak

democratic institutions, ethnic nationalism,

corruption, and external in?uence from authoritarian

states.

Which countries in the Western

Balkans are most a?ected by
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authoritarian tendencies?

Countries such as Serbia, North Macedonia, Bosnia

and Herzegovina, and Montenegro have shown

increasing authoritarian tendencies, with concerns

about media freedom, judicial independence, and

political pluralism.

How does the rise of

authoritarianism impact

democratic progress in the

Western Balkans?

Authoritarianism undermines democratic progress by

weakening checks and balances, restricting civil

liberties, suppressing opposition, and eroding the rule

of law, which hampers the region's EU integration

e?orts.

What role does corruption play

in the rise of authoritarianism in

the Western Balkans?

Corruption enables authoritarian leaders to

consolidate power by controlling state resources,
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manipulating electoral processes, and weakening
institutions that might otherwise hold them
accountable.

How has external in?uence

contributed to authoritarianism

in the Western Balkans?

External actors like Russia and China have supported
authoritarian leaders through political backing,
economic investments, and disinformation
campaigns, which undermine Western democratic
norms and EU integration.

What are the implications of

rising authoritarianism for

regional stability in the Western

Balkans?

Rising authoritarianism threatens regional stability by
exacerbating ethnic tensions, weakening democratic
governance, and increasing the risk of political unrest
or con?ict.

How is the European Union

responding to authoritarian

Vol. 2026, Issue 5
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trends in the Western Balkans?

The EU has expressed concern over authoritarian

trends, linking ?nancial aid and accession progress to

democratic reforms, but critics argue that

enforcement has been inconsistent and insu?cient.

What measures can be taken to

counter authoritarianism in the

Western Balkans?

Strengthening demaocratic institutions, promoting

judicial independence, supporting free media,

enhancing civil society engagement, combating

corruption, and ensuring credible elections are key

measures to counter authoritarianism.

The Rise of Authoritarianism in the Western Balkans: An Investigative Review

Vol. 2026, Issue 5

the rise of authoritarianism in the western balka has emerged as a signi?cant

concern for political analysts, policymakers, and international observers. Over the past

decade, several countries within this geopolitically sensitive region have exhibited trends

that suggest a shift away from democratic norms toward increasingly centralized and

autocratic governance. This shift raises critical questions about the stability of the

Western Balkans, the future of European integration e?orts, and the broader implications
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for democracy in Southeast Europe.

Understanding the Context: Historical and Political Background

The Western Balkans, comprising countries such as Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, North
Macedonia, Montenegro, Albania, and Kosovo, have long been characterized by a complex
interplay of ethnic tensions, post-con?ict reconstruction, and transitional political systems.
After the violent dissolution of Yugoslavia in the 1990s, many of these nations embarked

on paths toward democratization and market economies, often with strong

encouragement from the European Union and other international actors. However, the
progress has been uneven, and the region remains vulnerable to political instability.

The rise of authoritarianism in the Western Balkans can be traced to several underlying
factors. These include weak institutions, corruption, economic challenges, and external
in?uences, notably from Russia and China, which have sought to expand their strategic
footprint in the region. Additionally, nationalist rhetoric and political elites? manipulation of
ethnic divisions have contributed to the weakening of democratic practices.
Manifestations of Authoritarianism in the Region

Consolidation of Power and Erosion of Checks and Balances

One of the clearest indicators of the rise of authoritarianism in the Western Balkans is the
consolidation of power by ruling parties and leaders. In countries like Serbia and North
Macedonia, political leaders have tightened their grip on the judiciary, media, and

electoral processes. For example, President Aleksandar Vu?i? of Serbia has been criticized

for undermining judicial independence and exerting control over public broadcasting,
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which has compromised media pluralism and transparency.

Similarly, in Montenegro, the Democratic Party of Socialists (DPS) maintained power for
decades through a mixture of patronage networks and control over state institutions.
Although recent elections have challenged their dominance, the legacy of entrenched
political control continues to in?uence governance structures.

Restrictions on Media Freedom and Civil Society

Media freedom is a pivotal pillar of democracy, yet in the Western Balkans, it has come
under increasing pressure. Governments have employed various tactics, such as legal
harassment, economic pressure, and intimidation, to silence independent journalists and
media outlets. Reports from organizations like Reporters Without Borders highlight that
countries like Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina have seen a deterioration in press
freedom rankings in recent years.

Civil society organizations, which play a critical role in holding governments accountable,
are also facing challenges. Restrictions on funding, bureaucratic hurdles, and political
harassment have limited their capacity to operate freely. These developments contribute
to an environment where dissent is sti?ed, and public discourse is narrowed.

Electoral Manipulation and Democratic Backsliding

Elections in the Western Balkans have frequently been marred by allegations of fraud,
vote-buying, and intimidation. While formal democratic processes exist, their integrity is

often compromised. This undermines public con?dence in democratic institutions and
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paves the way for authoritarian tendencies.

The European Commission?s annual reports on the Western Balkans have repeatedly
?agged concerns about electoral irregularities and lack of transparency. In some cases,
opposition parties face systemic obstacles that limit their ability to compete fairly, further
entrenching ruling parties? dominance.

Drivers Behind the Rise of Authoritarianism

Economic Challenges and Public Disillusionment

Economic stagnation and high unemployment rates in the Western Balkans have fueled
public disillusionment with democratic governance. Many citizens perceive their
governments as ine?ective in addressing socio-economic problems, which creates fertile
ground for populist and authoritarian leaders promising stability and quick solutions.
According to World Bank data, youth unemployment rates in some Western Balkan
countries exceed 30%, contributing to brain drain and social frustration. This socio-
economic vulnerability undermines democratic resilience and increases susceptibility to
authoritarian appeals.

Geopolitical In?uences and External Actors

The strategic location of the Western Balkans has attracted competing geopolitical
interests. Russia?s support for nationalist and anti-Western political forces contrasts with
the European Union?s e?orts to promote democratic reforms. Meanwhile, China?s
investments through the Belt and Road Initiative have introduced new dynamics,

sometimes prioritizing economic ties over governance standards.
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These external in?uences complicate the region?s political landscape, providing
authoritarian-leaning leaders with alternative sources of support outside traditional
Western frameworks, thereby weakening reform incentives.

Weak Institutional Frameworks and Corruption

Institutional weaknesses remain a signi?cant obstacle to democratic consolidation.
Corruption, nepotism, and lack of rule of law are prevalent issues. Transparency
International?s Corruption Perceptions Index frequently ranks Western Balkan countries
below the global average, signaling systemic governance challenges.

The entrenchment of patronage networks enables authoritarian leaders to sustain their
power by controlling resources and suppressing opposition, further eroding democratic
accountability.

Implications for Regional Stability and European Integration

The rise of authoritarianism in the Western Balkans poses substantial risks to regional
stability. Authoritarian governance often exacerbates ethnic tensions and undermines
con?ict resolution mechanisms, which remain fragile in post-con?ict societies.
Additionally, the democratic backsliding complicates the EU accession process, a key
strategic goal for most Western Balkan countries.

The European Union has expressed growing concern about these trends, emphasizing the
need for stronger rule of law, free media, and fair elections. However, the EU's leverage is

limited by internal divisions and the complex realities on the ground. Without renewed
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commitment and e?ective strategies, the Western Balkans risk becoming a zone of
democratic stagnation or regression.

Potential Pathways Forward

Addressing the rise of authoritarianism requires a multifaceted approach:

Strengthening Institutions: Building independent judiciaries and robust
electoral

bodies can help restore democratic norms.

Supporting Free Media and Civil Society: Protecting journalists and enabling
2.

NGOs to operate freely is essential for transparency and accountability.

Economic Development: Tackling unemployment and economic inequality can
3.

reduce public frustration and vulnerability to authoritarian populism.

International Engagement: Coordinated e?orts by the EU, NATO, and other
4,

international actors can counterbalance negative external in?uences.

While these strategies o?er hope, the complexity of the Western Balkans? political

environment demands sustained attention and nuanced policies.

The rise of authoritarianism in the Western Balkans is not an isolated phenomenon but a

re?ection of broader global trends challenging democratic governance. Understanding its
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unique regional drivers and manifestations is crucial for stakeholders aiming to support
democratic resilience and long-term stability in Southeast Europe.
authoritarianism, Western Balkans, political instability, nationalism, democratic

backsliding, rule of law, corruption, ethnic tensions, populism, governance crisis
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**The Lure of Authoritarianism in the Maghreb After the Arab Revolutions**

lure of authoritarianism the maghreb after the ara revolutions is a topic that
continues to captivate scholars, policymakers, and citizens alike. The sweeping changes
that began in late 2010 across the Arab world promised a dawn of democracy, freedom,
and social justice. However, in the Maghreb region?which includes countries like Tunisia,
Algeria, Morocco, and Libya?the aftermath has been complex and at times disheartening.
The initial waves of hope and revolution soon encountered the entrenched structures of
power, economic challenges, and social divisions, leading many to question whether
authoritarianism would regain its grip. Understanding this dynamic requires delving into
the historical context, political realities, and socio-economic factors that shape the region
today.

The Historical Context of Authoritarianism in the Maghreb
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The allure of authoritarianism in the Maghreb after the Arab uprisings cannot be
understood without revisiting the historical legacy that shaped these nations. For
decades, the Maghreb has been characterized by strong centralized states, often ruled by
charismatic yet autocratic leaders. From Habib Bourguiba?s presidency in Tunisia to the
long rule of King Hassan Il in Morocco and the military-backed regimes in Algeria and
Libya, governance was often marked by limited political pluralism and tightly controlled
civil liberties.

Roots of Authoritarian Rule

Post-colonial state formation in the Maghreb involved consolidating power in the hands of
a few elites who promised stability and development. However, this came at the cost of
political freedoms. These regimes invested heavily in security apparatuses to suppress
dissent, a strategy that proved e?ective in maintaining control but also sowed seeds of
public frustration.

Economic Challenges Under Authoritarianism

Economic stagnation and high unemployment rates, especially among youth, have been
persistent issues in the Maghreb. Authoritarian governments often relied on patronage
networks and state-controlled economies that limited opportunities for broad-based
growth. This economic malaise was one of the key drivers behind the Arab Spring
protests, as citizens demanded not only political reform but also economic justice.
Impact of the Arab Revolutions on the Maghreb

The Arab Spring was a catalyst for change, shaking the foundations of authoritarianism in
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the Maghreb. Tunisia, in particular, stood out as a beacon of hope, successfully
transitioning to a democratic framework, at least initially. Yet, the lure of authoritarianism
has proven resilient, with many countries sliding back into repressive practices.
Tunisia?s Democratic Experiment

Tunisia?s revolution in 2011 led to the overthrow of President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali and
the establishment of a new constitution hailed for its progressive stance on human rights
and democracy. The initial years saw vibrant political participation, the rise of civil society,
and relatively free elections. However, economic woes, political fragmentation, and
security concerns have tested Tunisia?s democratic institutions, creating openings for
authoritarian tendencies to re-emerge.

Libya?s Fragmentation and Power Struggles

Libya?s trajectory after the fall of Muammar Gadda? has been marked by chaos and
con?ict. The absence of a strong central authority created a power vacuum exploited by
militias and competing factions. The fragile and fractured state apparatus has struggled to
establish governance structures, leading many to seek order through authoritarian or
militarized control, further complicating the prospect of democratic consolidation.
Algeria and Morocco: Di?erent Paths, Similar Challenges

Algeria withessed widespread protests in 2019, known as the Hirak movement,
demanding the end of Abdelaziz Boute?ika?s two-decade rule. While the regime eventually

stepped down, many authoritarian practices persist, and real political reforms have been
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slow to materialize. Morocco, on the other hand, has maintained a form of ?controlled?
monarchy with limited political liberalization, balancing reform with strong royal authority.
Why Does Authoritarianism Still Hold Appeal?

Understanding the lure of authoritarianism the Maghreb after the Arab Spring involves
exploring why many segments of society continue to tolerate or even support strongman
rule despite the promise of democracy.

Stability Over Uncertainty

One of the main reasons authoritarianism remains attractive is the desire for stability. The
upheaval seen during and after the Arab Spring led to economic disruptions, security
threats, and political uncertainty. For many, an authoritarian regime o?ers predictability
and order, even at the expense of political freedoms.

Weak Democratic Institutions

In many Maghreb countries, democratic institutions remain fragile. Electoral systems,
judicial independence, and freedom of the press are often compromised or
underdeveloped, making it di?cult for democracy to take root. Without strong institutions
to protect rights and mediate con?icts, authoritarianism can appear as the only viable
governance model.

Economic Pressures and Social Fragmentation

Economic hardships, including high unemployment, in?ation, and lack of opportunities,
especially for youth, continue to plague the region. Authoritarian regimes often promise

economic development projects and social welfare programs, which can attract support.
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Additionally, social cleavages along ethnic, religious, or regional lines can be exploited by
authoritarian leaders to maintain control.

The Role of External Actors and Geopolitics

External in?uences signi?cantly impact the political landscape of the Maghreb and its
?irtation with authoritarianism. Global and regional powers often prioritize stability over
democratic governance, which can reinforce authoritarian tendencies.

Geopolitical Interests and Support for Regimes

Western countries, concerned about migration ?ows, terrorism, and energy security, have
frequently supported authoritarian regimes in the Maghreb as bulwarks against instability.
This support can take the form of military aid, economic assistance, or diplomatic backing,
inadvertently strengthening authoritarian governments.

The In?uence of Regional Powers

Neighboring countries and regional powers also shape the Maghreb?s political dynamics.
For example, the Gulf states have provided ?nancial support to certain regimes or
factions, while others, like Algeria and Morocco, engage in rivalry that complicates
regional cooperation and reform e?orts.

Paths Forward: Navigating Between Authoritarianism and

Democracy

The lure of authoritarianism the Maghreb after the Arab Spring does not mean that

democratic aspirations have vanished. The future of the region depends on addressing the
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structural issues that make authoritarianism appealing and fostering inclusive
governance.

Strengthening Democratic Institutions

Building robust institutions is critical. This includes ensuring independent judiciaries, free
media, transparent electoral processes, and accountable governance. Civil society and
grassroots movements play a crucial role in holding governments accountable and
pushing for reforms.

Economic Reform and Social Inclusion

Addressing economic grievances is essential to reduce the appeal of authoritarian
regimes. Policies focused on job creation, education, and social welfare can empower
citizens and reduce the desperation that fuels support for autocratic rulers.
Encouraging Regional Cooperation

Greater cooperation among Maghreb countries can help mitigate con?icts and promote
shared development goals. Regional bodies and initiatives could foster dialogue and
collective strategies to support democratic governance.

The Role of Youth and Technology

Young people in the Maghreb are key drivers of change. Their use of social media and
digital platforms creates new spaces for political engagement and activism, challenging
authoritarian narratives and mobilizing for reform.

The story of the Maghreb after the Arab revolutions is one of complex tensions between

the promises of democracy and the persistent allure of authoritarianism. While setbacks
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remain, the region?s vibrant societies continue to navigate this challenging path, seeking
ways to realize their aspirations for freedom, dignity, and prosperity.
Question

Answer

What does the term 'lure of

authoritarianism' refer to in

the context of the Maghreb

after the Arab Spring?

The 'lure of authoritarianism' refers to the tendency or

attraction of Maghreb countries to revert to or maintain

authoritarian governance structures despite the

popular uprisings and demands for democracy

following the Arab Spring.

How did the Arab Spring

impact political regimes in the

Maghreb region?

The Arab Spring sparked widespread protests and calls

for democratic reforms in Maghreb countries like

Tunisia, Algeria, and Morocco, leading to some political

changes; however, many regimes either suppressed
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dissent or implemented limited reforms, resulting in
continued authoritarian tendencies.

Why have some Maghreb

countries struggled to

transition to full democracy

after the Arab Spring?

Challenges include entrenched political elites, weak
institutions, economic instability, security concerns,
and the fear of chaos or extremism, which have made
populations and some political actors susceptible to the
appeal of strong, centralized authoritarian rule as a
means of maintaining order.

What role do security

concerns play in sustaining

authoritarianism in the

Maghreb post-Arab Spring?

Security threats such as terrorism, regional con?icts,
and social unrest have been used by authoritarian
regimes in the Maghreb to justify crackdowns on
opposition and curtailment of civil liberties, thereby

reinforcing authoritarian control under the guise of

Vol. 2026, Issue 5
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maintaining stability.

Are there any examples of

successful democratic reforms

in the Maghreb following the

Arab Spring?

Tunisia is often cited as a relative success story, where
democratic institutions were established and a new
constitution adopted; however, even Tunisia has faced
challenges such as political polarization and economic
di?culties that threaten the consolidation of
democracy.

**The Lure of Authoritarianism in the Maghreb After the Arab Revolutions**

lure of authoritarianism the maghreb after the ara revolutions presents a
complex

and multifaceted challenge to the region?s political landscape. In the aftermath of the
Arab Spring, which promised waves of democratic reform and popular empowerment,
many countries in the Maghreb?namely Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, and Libya?have
witnessed an unsettling resurgence of authoritarian tendencies. This phenomenon raises
critical questions about the durability of democratic transitions, the socio-political
dynamics fueling authoritarianism, and the broader implications for governance and

stability in North Africa.
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The Maghreb?s ?irtation with democracy that began in 2011 was met with initial optimism.
Tunisia, hailed as the poster child of the Arab Spring, managed to establish a relatively
stable democratic framework. However, in other parts of the region, including Algeria and
Libya, the aftermath has been marked by political upheaval, con?ict, and a return to
centralized power structures. The lure of authoritarianism in the Maghreb after the Arab
revolutions is thus a subject that warrants an in-depth, analytical examination.
Understanding the Post-Arab Spring Political Landscape in the
Maghreb

The Arab Spring was initially a powerful force for political change, fueled by demands for
freedom, dignity, and economic opportunity. Yet, the trajectory of political evolution in the
Maghreb post-2011 has been uneven. While the revolutions exposed longstanding
grievances against autocratic regimes, they also unveiled institutional weaknesses and
social fractures that authoritarian leaders have exploited.

The lure of authoritarianism the Maghreb after the Arab revolutions is partly rooted in the
region?s historical dependence on centralized power, where strongman politics have
dominated for decades. This legacy, combined with fragile state institutions, often leaves
a governance vacuum that authoritarianism readily ?lls. Moreover, economic challenges
such as unemployment, corruption, and social inequality have exacerbated public
disillusionment with democratic reforms, creating fertile ground for authoritarian

resurgence.
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The Role of Security Concerns and Political Stability

One of the critical drivers behind the resurgence of authoritarianism is the prioritization of
security and order over political openness. In countries like Algeria and Libya, ongoing
con?icts, terrorism threats, and political instability have provided pretexts for
governments to consolidate power under the guise of national security.

Algeria?s 2019 Hirak protests initially demanded an end to President Abdelaziz Boute?ika?s
long rule, but the subsequent transition maintained many elements of the entrenched
power elite, raising questions about the depth of political change. Similarly, Libya?s
fragmentation and civil war created a power struggle where authoritarian tendencies
emerged among competing factions, undermining any prospects for democratic
governance.

In Tunisia, although democratic institutions remain more robust, recent political
maneuvers by President Kais Saied, including the suspension of parliament and
assumption of executive powers, have sparked fears of authoritarian backsliding. This
trend re?ects a broader regional pattern where the promise of democracy is tempered by
the allure of control and centralized authority.

Economic Pressures and the Populist Appeal of Authoritarianism
Economic hardship remains a pervasive issue across the Maghreb, and it signi?cantly
in?uences political dynamics. High youth unemployment rates, in?ation, and inadequate
public services fuel popular frustration. In this context, authoritarian leaders often

capitalize on economic distress by presenting themselves as guarantors of stability and
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economic recovery, even if it means curtailing political freedoms.

The lure of authoritarianism the Maghreb after the Arab revolutions is evident in how
regimes employ populist rhetoric to justify restrictive measures. By framing dissent as a
threat to economic progress or national unity, governments can legitimize crackdowns on
opposition and civil society. This strategy resonates with segments of the population
weary of political chaos and eager for tangible improvements in their living conditions.
Comparative Perspectives: Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, and Libya
Examining the experiences of key Maghreb countries o?ers valuable insights into the
varied manifestations of authoritarianism post-Arab Spring.

Tunisia: A Democratic Experiment Under Strain

Tunisia stands out as a unique case in the Maghreb, having conducted free elections,
adopted a progressive constitution, and fostered vibrant civil society engagement.
Nevertheless, the political system faces signi?cant challenges, including economic
stagnation and political polarization. President Kais Saied?s recent actions to concentrate
power illustrate the ongoing tension between democratic aspirations and authoritarian
impulses.

Algeria: Managed Transition and Entrenched Elites

Algeria?s political trajectory reveals how old guard elites can adapt to new pressures
without ceding genuine control. The 2019 Hirak movement demonstrated widespread

discontent, but the eventual political transition preserved much of the existing power
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structure. This dynamic illustrates how the lure of authoritarianism is sustained by
networks of patronage and institutional resilience.

Morocco: Monarchical Authoritarianism and Controlled Reform
Morocco presents a hybrid model where monarchy retains substantial authority despite
constitutional reforms promising greater political participation. The regime?s ability to co-
opt opposition and manage dissent exempli?es a form of authoritarianism that blends
traditional legitimacy with modern governance tools. The state?s tight grip on political
expression and media underscores the ongoing limitations on democratic space.

Libya: Fragmentation and the Struggle for Power

Libya?s experience post-2011 is characterized by fragmentation and con?ict, with multiple
factions vying for control. The absence of a uni?ed state apparatus has resulted in
competing authoritarian enclaves rather than a cohesive democratic transition. The
country?s instability highlights the dangers of political vacuum and the ease with which
authoritarianism can emerge in the guise of security provision.

Factors Contributing to the Lure of Authoritarianism

Several interrelated factors explain why authoritarianism remains an attractive option in
the Maghreb despite the initial promise of the Arab revolutions:

Weak democratic institutions: Many Maghreb states lack robust judicial
systems,

independent media, and accountable governance, making democratic consolidation
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di?cult.

Security threats: Terrorism, civil unrest, and regional instability incentivize
2.

governments to prioritize control over freedoms.

Economic vulnerabilities: Persistent unemployment and poverty undermine
3.

public con?dence in democratic processes.

Political culture and legacy: Long histories of centralized power and limited
4.

political pluralism predispose societies to authoritarian governance.

External in?uences: Foreign actors often support authoritarian regimes for
5.

strategic and economic interests, reinforcing existing power structures.

The Role of Civil Society and International Actors

Despite these challenges, civil society organizations, independent media, and youth
movements continue to advocate for democratic reform and human rights across the

Maghreb. International donors and multilateral institutions also play a role by promoting
governance reforms and economic development programs aimed at reducing the appeal

of authoritarianism.

However, the e?ectiveness of these e?orts is frequently curtailed by restrictive laws,

political repression, and limited access to resources. The interplay between domestic



The Rise Of Authoritarianism In The Western Manual Vol. 2026, Issue 5

actors and international stakeholders remains a critical area for understanding the future

trajectory of governance in the region.

The lure of authoritarianism the Maghreb after the Arab revolutions is a testament to the

complexity of political transformation in contexts marked by deep-rooted challenges.

While the initial wave of uprisings created openings for democratic experimentation, the

persistence of authoritarian practices re?ects both structural impediments and strategic

choices by political elites.

Navigating this tension requires a nuanced approach that balances demands for stability

with respect for political freedoms. The evolving nature of governance in the Maghreb will

continue to be shaped by the interplay of popular aspirations, institutional capacities, and

regional dynamics, making it an essential focus for scholars, policymakers, and observers

alike.
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